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governor and his legislature is accepted as evidence of
proper constitutional activity on both sides. While
the Englishman soon tires of political disputes and
wishes that the parties would stop quarrelling and get
on with a job, the American looks to controversy to
add sparkle and excitement to life. Th^ parties, always
in conflict because some sort of an election is always
impending, give to politics that zest that is so congenial
to American Reeling and give it the more effectively
because their energies are so often expended on mock
heroics* But in the last resort they are based upon some-
thing solid and really expressive of the national will
The hold of the Republicans on the public mind is
strong enough to stop the Democrats from again run-
ning a Catholic for the Presidency,5 and the appeal of
Democratic policies has compelled Republicans to in-
sist that certain New Deal principles have come to
stay* No doubt the parties are adroit in trimming their
sails to catch the passing breeze; but their manoeuvres
illustrate the truth that, for the community as for the
individual, life offers a perpetual choice of alterna-
tives: and because Americans like to be constantly
reminded of this choice, the parries are strong and will
endure.

*Yct die well-publicised discovery of an illegitimate child did
not exclude dither the Democrat Cleveland or the Republican
Harding*